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Harsher rules
for underage
drinking likely
University oﬃcials
attempt to curb campus
alcohol consumption
Thad Moore

TMOORE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

This story is Part 2 of a three-day
series on USC’s drinking culture. This
story addresses administration’s plans
to reduce alcohol use. Wednesday’s
story discussed current alcohol-related
problems. Friday’s story will look at
how USC’s policies compare to other
schools.
As USC wrangles with issues
i n it s c u lt u re of a lcohol u se
ad m i n ist rators descr ibe as
systemic and environmental, it
appears the universit y faces a
dilemma.
Its alcohol educational efforts,
from the AlcoholEdu course new
students are required to take to the
programs assigned as sanctions,
advocate for responsibility with
drinking, not outright abstinence,
said Alisa Cooney, the director
of student conduct, and Maggie
L e it c h , t h e c o o r d i n a t o r o f
Substance Abuse Prevention and
Education.
But as USC reconsiders how it
deals with its students’ drinking,
the prevailing sentiment appears
to be mov ing toward mak ing
pu n ish ment s st r icter a nd
increasing enforcement.
“You know what the No. 1 thing
that makes a difference in alcohol
behavioral change is, across the
country? Enforcement,” Cooney
said. “Then we look like ogres, but
the No. 1 thing is to deter.”
The universit y is current ly
reviewing its code of conduct —
and its sanctions — and Cooney
said she expects them to grow
harsher.
“Some people wou ld arg ue
that if you made the fi rst offense
except ionally pa i nf u l, you
wouldn’t have those second ones,”
she said, adding later: “I believe
that ... based on what university
community members are calling
for — even students who are on
the committee — that alcohol
sanctions will be increased for the
first offense.”
Cooney hopes the review, the
first in a decade, will be completed
by May, so the new rules can pass
through a chain of administrators
and be implemented for next year’s
freshman class.
The rate of repeat offenses on
campus, however, appears to be
dropping already.
The Office of Student Conduct
has seen 10.3 percent of students
with violations this year return
for another, according to Augusta
Schneider, its business of f ice
manager. That’s a decrease from
last year, when the rate stood at
12.8 percent, and from five years
ago, when it was 18.2 percent.
Students, including first-year
nursing student Eric Mercado,
said they were skeptical of how
effective those changes would be.
“It’s all about college culture,
and students will hate — and be
more afraid of — cops,” Mercado
said. “They already come down on
us hard enough. There needs to be
more of an education of alcohol,
because controlled drinking is no
big deal.”
USC President Harris Pastides
said he would support increasing
such educational programs and
help t hem receive f u nding if
university officials saw a need for
ALCOHOL ● 2
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Students don empty holsters to protest USC rules
Nationwide movement
challenges policy on
concealed weapons
Austin Price

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Students have been wearing empty
holsters on campus this week — and
not because they misplaced their guns.
Rather, they are taking part in the
Empty Holster Protest, a nationwide
movement that encourages schools
to allow students the right to carry
concealed weapons on campus.
The protest was brought to USC by
fourth-year criminal justice student
Joshua Cohen and third-year criminal

justice student Cody Armstrong and
has gained most of its support through
Facebook and word of mouth.
The Facebook event for the USC
Empty Holster Protest 2012, which
Cohen and Armstrong created, had
garnered 53 attendees as of Wednesday
evening and is just one of many similar
pages started by students across the
country.
The South Carolina state government
allows schools to choose whether or not
concealed weapons can be carried with
a concealed weapons permit on their
respective grounds. Currently, USC
does not allow concealed weapons to be
carried on its campus.
Cohen said the recent increase in

violent crime shows that although there
is a large police presence at USC, it
may not enough to protect students.
“Even though USCPD is doing a
great job, they can’t be everywhere to
protect us,” Cohen said.
The protest calls for students to wear
empty holsters this week, which Cohen
said sy mbolizes t hat st udents are
currently unable to protect themselves.
The protest also calls on students
to write t heir state law makers to
encourage legislative changes that
would allow concealed weapons on
campuses.
“T he laws as t hey st a nd r ight
HOLSTER ● 2

Director hosts
Q-and-A on
immigration
Germano: Migration
causes strife in Mexico
Rebecca Johnson

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

“Our goal is to make
5,000 gallons per year so
that if we use 5,000 gallons
and if we sell it for $3 that
would save us $5,000 a
yea r i n f uel cha rges,”
Syfert said. “It also reduces
[USC’s] footprint to the
e q u i v a le nt o f 2 0 , 0 0 0
pounds of carbon. It would
save us money and reduce
the amount of carbon we
put out.”
The team is made up of
eight members, primarily
st udent s en rolled i n a
sustainable projects class,
according to fourth-year
env ironmental science
student Sydney Chan.
“ We ’ v e m a d e f o u r
d if ferent batches so
far, and right now we’re
working to perfect batch
four,” Chan said. “It’s our
best so far. We’re going to
run it through our F-350
truck next week to see if
it works.
“ I f it do e s n’t work ,

Immigration from Mexico is a
complex issue with a number of
diverse causes and effects — and
Roy Germano knows it.
T he d i rec tor a nd pro ducer
conducted more than 700 interviews
with the inhabitants of Mexican
towns that have lost more than half
of their population to America for
his documentary, “The Other Side
of Immigration.”
Germano discussed his f ilm
at a question-and-answer session
Wednesday night after a screening
hosted by t he Lat in A merican
Studies Program as a part of the
I m m ig rat ion a nd M ig rat ion
Initiative.
“It’s been a dream come true to
make a movie (in which) the people
really resonate with the viewers,”
Germano said.
T he doc u ment a r y d isc usses
the causes and impact of Mexican
immigration and the lives of those
towns and families in Mexico that
it says have suffered tremendous
loss from citizens leaving to live and
work in the United States.
This is the story, Germano said,
of what happens when the families
and communities are left behind.
While the documentary ostensibly
focuses the problems Mexico faces
on the world stage, it also shines a
light on internal problems.
Cor r upt ion i n t he Mex ic a n
government on ever y level and
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Cooking oil converted to biodiesel
Nicole DeBartolo / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Program aims
to offset fuel
cost, turn profit
Caroline Baity

CBAITY@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Thanks to two grants
worth a combined $89,090,
U S C ’s S u s t a i n a b l e
Carolina program now has
the ability to turn all that
greasy oil from Chicken
Finger Wednesday into
diesel fuel.
Tom Syfert, associate
v ice president for
Env ironmental Healt h
a nd Safet y a nd R isk
M a n agement , a nd h is
team worked diligently
for two years to get the
money f rom t he st ate
Department of Health and
Environmental Control
and the Environmental
Protection Agency to start
a completely sustainable
biodiesel fuel program at

USC dubbed Gamecock
Biofuel.
O n it s s u r f ac e , t he
process of t urning
vegetable oil from lunch to
biodiesel is surprising easy.
Gamecock Biofuel has
a specialized trailer where
t he team simply heat s
up t he oil, adds a few
chemicals and then waits
for it to separate into two
layers. The top layer is the
fuel, and the bottom layer
is glycerin, which the team
uses to make soap.
The f uel costs $2
per gallon to make, and
Syfert hopes to sell it for
an extra dollar — a total
of $3 per gallon, which is
cheaper than the current
market price for diesel
(currently $3.987 in South
Carolina, according to
A A A). Syfert’s goal, he
said, is that the margin
will generate enough profit
to pay the students and
volunteers working on the
project.

Of Monsters & Men

Rick Santorum

Coaching staff

The Icelandic folk
rock group gets its
official start in the
industry with its
debut album.

Columnist Emily
Anderson says that
Santorum’s recent
gaffes show his true
character.

New USC basketball
coach Frank Martin
announced the hiring
of his new coaching
staff Tuesday.

See page 5

See page 4

See page 8
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HOLSTER ● Cont. from 1
now on ly ser ve to
benef it criminals,”
Armstrong said.
A r m s t r o n g
sa id t h ree st ates
— Colorado,
Oregon a nd Ut a h
— have repea led
laws proh ibit i ng
concealed weapons
bei ng ca r r ied on
c a mpu se s. Ut a h ,
he said, has allowed
concealed weapons
on college campuses
since 1994 and hasn’t
had a school-related
shooting.
A r m s t r on g a l s o
n o t e d C o l o r a d o’s
n e w s t a t e l a w,
enacted in March,
that nullifies school
ordinances banning
concealed weapons
on campuses.
U lt i m at e l y, t he
protest aims to have
si m i la r leg islat ive
changes at USC.
“We want USC to
realize that we need
to carry (concealed
weapons) on campus,”
Cohen said.
Banning concealed
weapons on campus,
Armstrong said, goes
against not only the
Second Amendment
but also a human right
to self-protection.
“We need to carry
on campus,” Cohen
said. “Right now, we
are helpless, we are
empty and we have
nothing to protect
ourselves with.”
Comments on this
story?
Visit dailygamecock.
com/news

IMMIGRATION ● Continued from 1
the country’s reliance on its northern
neighbors’ opportunities serve to weaken
Mexico’s economy and its national
identity, Germano argues in the film.
Those inter v iewed for t he f ilm
contend that government officials are
only concerned with themselves.
Although the country has suffered
much from A merican competition,
the biggest problem those interviewed
ident if ied is t he Mex ican public’s
attitude.
Mexico’s citizens, one migrant said,
do not care for one another like those in
other countries.

BIODIESEL ● Cont. from 1
I t h i n k t he c a r w i l l
just stall. The engine
shou ld n’t blow up or
anything. Let’s hope not,
because I’m going to be
there.”
T he t e a m h a s t wo
options for its fuel, Syfert
said.
T he f i r st choice is
to use a mixture of 20
percent biodiesel and 80
percent regular diesel;
the second is the opposite
— an 80 percent biodiesel
and 20 percent regular
diesel combination.
Gamecock Biofuel uses
the first option because
using too much biodiesel
in f uel can act as a
corrosive and eat away at
rubber hoses.
Sy fert and his team
have closed a deal
w it h t he la ndscapi ng
contractors who service
the university’s athletic
facilities, including the

If efforts materialized to improve the
country and its domestic opportunities,
its citizens, Germano contended, could
enjoy living in their own country with
their own families.
“If we invest in Mexico, people won’t
want to leave,” one migrant worker said.
The U.S. spends $4 million to build
one mile of border fence, according to
Germano, who argued that sum could
send hundreds of migrants to college,
who could in turn to benefit their home
country.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/news

baseba l l a nd footba l l
fields. The companies
have agreed to purchase
USC’s homemade biofuel
to run in their equipment,
Syfert said.
USC’s shuttle buses
are also being included
in Gamecock Biofuel’s
future, and the program
h o p e s t o e v e nt u a l l y
increase the percentage
of biofuel the university
pre s ent l y u s e s i n it s
equ ipment a nd bu ses
from 5 percent to the
20-percent mix the team
is producing.
In spite of the
p r o g r a m’s p e r k s ,
Gamecock Biof uel
participant and fourthyear civil engineering
student Michael Berry
doesn’t believe biodiesel
will garner mainstream
appeal nationwide.
“Optimistically, yes,
biodiesel [w ill spread
across the country], but

realistically, my answer
might be no,” Berry said.
“Because our economy
circles so much around
petroleum, I doubt that
biodiesel will catch on
completely. In the long
run, maybe, but to be the
dominate supply of fuel
in the United States, I’d
say no.”
Berry took the
sustainable project course
as an elect ive, but he
said the experience has
become more valuable
than that.
“It’s been a blast. It’s
by far one of my most
fun classes,” he said. “It’s
inspired me to think more
about the environment.
I’d say it has opened my
eyes to the future of more
green fuels that could be
used in my daily life.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/
news

ALCOHOL ● Continued from 1
them.
“I know we spend a lot of money on it,” Pastides
said. “But this year, if (Director of Student Services)
A nna Edwards , (Associate Vice President for
Student Affairs) Jerry Brewer and (Vice President
for Student Affairs) Dennis Pruitt came to me and
said, ‘We’ve got to allocate more funding to more
programs,’ they would get the money ... It’s not a
carte blanche, but I would be interested.”
Leitch said she and other administrators had
discussed other options as well, especially as they
work to curb drinking on Tuesday and Thursday
nights.
USC students drink more on Tuesdays and
Thursdays than the rest of the country, surveys
of new students who took the AlcoholEdu course
showed.
A mong the options the administration has
considered, Leitch said, were having more classes
on Wednesday and Friday mornings and trying to
limit the number of midweek specials at bars.
“Maybe we need to not go by what students are
wanting but by what they need,” Leitch said of the
course scheduling. “That’s a little bit of how the
perception is — that I can plan my whole schedule
around what nights I’m going to go to Five Points.”
Officials have also discussed how to reduce
alcohol use at football games next fall, Leitch
said. Fifteen percent of those students who took
AlcoholEdu last year said they drank most often
at athletic events, five times above the national
average.
Though details of those efforts are largely
undecided, they focus mainly on bringing more
arms of the university, including the offices of
Student Conduct and Student Ticketing, into
gameday enforcement and promoting a “responsible
fan behavior” campaign.
“I think it’s just a matter of getting the right people
communicating ... What are the consequences for
getting ejected from a football game? What does
that need to look like?” Leitch said. “(Right now)
it’s like, ‘Oh, we’ll let law enforcement handle that’
... Honestly, law enforcement is so preoccupied with
other things: crowd control, traffic control and so
many other things.”
But how effective those efforts will be remains
a question, especially, as third-year environmental
science student Josh Cain said, students continue
drinking in the face of stricter policies.
“Students are going to do what they’re going to
do,” Cain said.
Editor’s note: Colin Campbell and Caroline Baity
contributed reporting.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/news

Did you know??
PEOPLE
1 IN 2 SEXUALLY ACTIVE YOUNG
WILL GET AN STD BY 25
-MOST WON’T KNOW IT

dŽůĞĂƌŶŵŽƌĞĂďŽƵƚ,/sͬ^dƚĞƐƟŶŐ͕
contact the Campus Wellness
^ĞǆƵĂů,ĞĂůƚŚKĸĐĞĂƚ;ϴϬϯͿϳϳϳͲϭϴϯϱ
or visit:
www.sa.sc.edu/shs/cw/students/sexualhealth
To make an appointment to get tested at the Thomson Student Health Center:
www.sc.edu/myhealthspace

Congratulations

,

Student Easter Egg Hunts - Gibbes Court Bistro and
Honeycomb Café, April 5 11:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
p.m
Grand Market Place, April 8 11:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
p.
Easter Lunch - Honeycomb Café and Gibbes
Court Bistro, April 5

carolinadiningusc

Easter Brunch - Grand Market Place and
Bates Diner, April 8
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NBA rule undermines
development of players
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Alcohol education
trumps punishment
USC of f icials hope to rev iew t heir
approach to drinking violations on campus
in time to implement new regulations for
this fall’s incoming class. Up for discussion
are more severe penalties for first-time
offenders as well as increased efforts to
educate st udent s
about the hazards
“We feel that
of alcohol.
underage
W hile u niversit y
of f icials open ly
drinking is,
ad m it t hey feel
by and large,
underage drinking
is “s y stem ic a nd
beyond the
we
control of the environmental,”
don’t necessar ily
university —
think harsher
not just USC, punishments will
i x t he s y s t e m ic
but universities fand
environmental
across the
e st abl ish ment i n
wh ich st udent s
country.”
operate.
We f e e l t h a t
underage drinking is, by and large, beyond
the control of the university — not just
USC, but universities across the country.
Singular alterations to how the university
approaches alcohol will fall desperately
short of reversing a student body that’s
grown up with popular culture that idolizes
the concept of drinking and going out on
the town. The issue isn’t USC’s proximity to
Five Points or the Vista — it’s songs like the
country hits “Alcohol” and “Red Solo Cup”
along with hip-hop’s popular “Blame It (On
the Alcohol)” that teens listen to endlessly.
College is their first chance to experience
and “live” the lifestyle that pop culture
encourages, so naturally, drinking is on
students’ agenda. We simply don’t feel
that harsher punishments for offenders
will be enough to keep students from the
temptation of going out. Rather, proper
education on alcohol consumption is more
likely to be effective in reducing binge
drink ing while promoting responsible
drinking.
Harsh penalties will only force drinking
underground, making it potentially more
dangerous.

Santorum gaffes show true character
Audio clips reveal
racial slurs in speeches
Rick Santorum has a bad track record
for fumbling over his words. And while
to err is human, Santorum’s errors
are particularly bad, considering they
usually involve racist remarks toward
African-Americans.
The first time we saw Santorum
“ m i s s p e a k ,” h e w a s
add ressi ng t he issue
of wel f a re d u r i n g a
campaign stop in Iowa
b a c k i n J a n u a r y. A
video clip of his speech
shows him say ing he
do e s n’t s upp or t t he
Emily
Anderson welfare system because
it improves the lives of
Second-year
English student
black people by giving
t hem ot her p eople’s
money.
When stories began to spread that
Santorum had made a racist comment,
he quickly backpedaled by insisting
he hadn’t said black people but “blah”
people. According to him, he was
searching for the right words to say and
“blah” is what came out. It was only
a coincidence that it sounded almost
exactly like “black people”.
On Friday, Sa ntor u m’s tong ue
slipped yet again, resulting in his worst
mess-up to date. During a speech in
Wisconsin on March 27, he railed at
President Barack Obama’s policies and
criticized the president’s position on
socioeconomic issues. Halfway through
his tirade, Santorum “fumbled” over
his words yet again: “We know the
candidate Barack Obama, what he was
like. The anti-war government nig—,
uh, the uh ... America was a source for
division around the world.”

While Santorum was lucky enough
to think of the “blah/black” example
back in January, he hasn’t been able
to cover his tracks this time around.
Few other words that contain “nig”
would have been conceivably used
in Santorum’s speech, aside from
“negotiator” and “peacenik,” which are
the only plausible replacements thus
far suggested. If those were the words
he had intended to use, however, there
wouldn’t have been a need for him to
frantically recover and renege on what
he’d been saying.
The most glaring and objective
evidence that points to the fact that he
had indeed begun to say the N-word
is that neither Santorum nor anyone
on h is tea m has d irect ly den ied
the accusations. Hogan Gidley, a
representative for the candidate, has
reportedly called the allegations against
Santorum “unbelievable,” refusing to
even “dignify” them with a response.
But no one has been able to definitively
say that Santorum didn’t almost call our
president a “government n----r.”
Sadly enough, the idea that Rick
Santorum might be intolerant enough
to call the president the worst racial
slur in American English is not all that
farfetched. Considering Santorum’s
h istor y of spea k i ng out ag a i n st
women’s and lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender rights, it doesn’t take a
stretch of the imagination to think that
it would only take a small blunder for
him to accidentally say something so
hateful and bigoted.
The fact of the matter is that it
doesn’t matter whether or not Santorum
is actually racist or if he did almost
call Barack Obama the N-word. What
matters is that it would not be out of
character for him to say something like
that, accidentally or otherwise.

Kentucky proved that it was by
far the best basketball team in the
NCAA Monday night, beating
Kansas in the championship
game. The successes of the team
led by John Calipari are welldocumented, as is the controversy
surrounding the rule commonly
referred to as the “one and done”
rule. The rule, adopted by the
NBA, allows college players the
opt ion to enter
t he N BA d raf t
af ter on ly one
year in the NCAA
system. While this
certainly allows
the top talent to
move i nto t he
Kevin
professional realm
Burke
as soon as they can
Fourth-year
compete on t he
finance student
premier level, it
also detracts from
the NCAA “team” mantra.
For other sports — notably
football and baseball — once an
athlete commits to playing in
college, they’re required to spend
three years in the NCAA system
before becoming eligible for the
draft. There are various reasons
for this, such as time to “bulk up,”
mature or learn the complexities
of higher-level programs. But one
of the indirect benefits of these
requirements is that it further
establishes players as part of a
team that’s in it for the long haul.
For at least three years you see
names such as Alshon Jeffery and
Michael Roth grow and develop
into names revered in Gamecock
sports. That development and
appreciation is lost with the “one
and done” rule for basketball.
You may not need time to
develop a basketball team as you
do a football team, as coach John
Calipari has proven — living
and winning by the “one and
done” rule. But the intangible
attachment and appreciation fans
have for the years of dedication
an athlete gives to a program is
lost when an athete is allowed to
leave after just one year.

Boston University joke newspaper offensive
April Fools’ articles reflect society’s
insensitive treatment of sexual assault
The April Fools’ Day edition of The Daily
Gamecock usually attracts an odd glance here and
there before readers remember why outlandish
headlines are featured instead of actual news. But
this Monday at Boston University, the jokes went
too far. The front page featured articles depicting a
female student’s rape, a female prostitution ring and
female drug abuse.
The BU administration should be commended
for taking quick action to request that the editorin-chief of the paper resign. She has apologized and
left, but the damage has been done. It is entirely
inappropriate to joke about rape at any time.
These spoofs sent the wrong message to the BU
student body, making light of such a serious issue
in the college community. Even worse, the school
has dealt with several sexual assault cases in recent
months, and there was a rally against sexual violence

just a few days before the issue ran.
W hile the newspaper staff takes most of the
blame, the attitude is not uncommon in society.
It seems that in too many sexual assault cases,
especially at the collegiate level, people
place equal blame on the victim and
the perpetrator. Because there is a
heated argument over the definition
of rape and the circumstances under
which it occurs, an environment is
created that makes it difficult for
people to accept and support even
Lauren
the most blatant and clear-cut cases
Stefan
Fourth-year
as serious issues. Until society can
International
decide to accept that rape is a serious
studies student
crime that deserves punishment, it
seems that a sizable number of males
will continue to believe they can get away with it.
They may even have the continued support of many
women who are willing to make excuses for these
men.
Incidents like this can continue to deter women

About The Daily Gamecock

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
V ie w p o i nt s p a g e i s t o s t i m u l at e
discussion in the University of South
Carolina community.
All published authors are expected
to provide logical arguments to back
their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters to
the editor, guest columns and feedback
on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and g uest columns
shou ld b e s ubm it ted v ia em a i l to
g a m e c o c k e d it o r @ s c . e d u . L e t t e r s
must be 200 to 300 words in length

from speaking out and standing up against sexual
violence if they are only going to be mocked
afterward. It is worrisome to think that the editor
at BU was in fact a woman and chose to allow the
articles to be published.
Men can be victims of rape as well, but women
are those who continue to suffer from the effects of
a society that has been male-dominated for a very
long time. People commit rape to express control
and exercise dominance, an idea typically associated
with being a man. The selfish act of rape can leave
a person emotionally scarred for years, and no one
should stoop so low as to make fun of the situation
he or she has suffered through.
The situation is a reminder that people must
think long and hard before acting when dealing
with such a serious matter. Sexual violence should
be on the unspoken list of topics that should never
be discussed in a joking manner. Society has a
responsibility to protect those victims of rape and to
ensure that all future victims are given the respect
that they deserve.

and include the author’s name, year in
school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
colu m ns. Colu m n ist s shou ld keep
submissions to about 500 words in
length and include the author’s name
and position.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length
and clarity, or not publish at all.
All submissions become the property
of The Da ily G amecock a nd must
conform to the legal standards of USC
Student Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let
us know about it. Email sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu and we will
print the correction in our next issue.
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Icelandic folk band debuts
with ‘My Head Is an Animal’
Kristyn Winch

KWINCH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

B

Courtesy of ofmonstersandmen.is

jork’s not the only Icelandic musician
that rocks.
O f Mon ster s a nd Men , a si xpiece indie folk outfit hailing from
Reykjavik, Iceland, has been making
music since 2010, but t he group is catching
momentum in the United States, thanks to the
long-awaited stateside release of its full-length
debut album.
The band’s rise to fame came quickly. Nanna
Br y nd is H i l ma rsdot t i r, one of t he g roup’s
vocalists and guitarists, began her music career
as a solo artist. Wanting to give audiences a
fuller, stronger sound, Hilmarsdottir enlisted the
help of her friends for a live gig. She was pleased
with the sound, especially her vocal harmonies
with Ragnar Iporhallsson, and the group began
performing and writing together under the name
Of Monsters and Men.
After winning Musiktilraunir, Iceland’s annual
battle of the bands competition, the group began
touring and working on a full-length album.
“My Head Is an Animal,” which dropped in
U.S. stores on April 3, is an eclectic 12-song
collection packed with beautiful male/female
vocal harmonies, infectious choruses and rich

instrumental texture.
The album’s title comes from a line in “Dirty
Paws,” the opening song on the disc: “Jumping up
and down the floor / My head is an animal.”
Though all of the songs feature Hilmarsdottir
and Iporhallsson duetting on lead vocals, the pair
is often accompanied by a bombastic, joyful choir
of “La la las,” “ooh ooh oohs” and punchy, quick
shouts of “Hey!” The singers both have a light,
effortless quality to their voices. Hilmarsdottir
isn’t a Motown belter or wailing rocker, but her
soft soprano is pretty and a perfect match for the
band’s folky tunes.
The album’s mood is mostly positive. Tracks
like “Love Love Love” and the charming “Sloom”
feature singable choruses and feel-good beats that
will make you tap your toes.
“Yellow Light,” the closing track on “My Head
Is an Animal,” is a slowed-down acoustic duet
bet ween the group’s t wo singers. The lyrics
describe a haunting place two lovers must face,
but they’ll brave anything as long as they’re
together: “Water up to my knees, but sharks are
swimming in the sea / Just follow my yellow light
and ignore all those big warning signs.”
Picking just one genre to defi ne Of Monsters

and Men’s music is a daunting task, as the band
rides the wave among several categories, from
catchy pop and fast-paced rock to mellow indie
melodies. The group has been compared to
indie acts like Fleet Foxes, Mumford & Sons and
Edward Sharpe & the Magnetic Zeros.
W hile t hese are appropriate obser vat ions,
even quirkier comparisons can be drawn. “Little
Talks,” Of Monsters and Men’s catchy lead single,
is tinged with hints of ska as a funky brass hook
dominates the instrumental texture. Many songs,
especially “King and Lionheart,” have a singsong vibe not unlike nursery rhymes while other
tracks remind listeners of 1960s groups like The
Animals and Peter, Paul and Mary. A few tracks
might remind listeners of songs by current radio
stars Florence + the Machine and Young the
Giant.
Of Monsters and Men has a unique sound that
America will likely fall in love with. “My Head
Is an Animal” is hopefully just the beginning for
this talented new band.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

Snow White remake lacks Disney sparkle
“Mirror Mirror”
NOW IN THEATERS

D+

Director: Tarsem
Singh
Starring: Julia Roberts, Lily
Collins, Armie Hammer
Rating: PG for some fantasy
action and mild rude humor

Film trades good storytelling
for lavish costumes, design
Tyler Simpson

TSIMPSON@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Magic mirror on the wall, which
is the least enchanting Snow White
movie of them all?
O r ig i n a l l y, t he a n s wer m ig ht
have been “Sidney White” (2004), a
modernized version of one of the most
overworked fairy tale concepts. But
the honor now goes to the most recent
Brothers Grimm fairy tale adaptation
“Mirror Mirror,” a visually sumptuous,
light-hearted approach that lacks the
passion of the animated Disney film.
In short, director Tarsem Singh
(2011’s “Immortals” ) does to “Snow
White” what Tim Burton did to “Alice
in Wonderland”: presents absolute
visual splendor with lavish costumes
and beautiful-to-look-at quirks while
sacrificing any sign of storytelling.
Lily Collins (ak a Ph il Collins’
daughter, aka Collins Tuohy from
2009’s “The Blind Side”) plays Snow
W hite, now celebrat ing her 18t h
birthday. Her father, the King (Sean
Bea n) , d isappea rs, leav i ng Snow
White’s wicked stepmother the Queen
( Julia Roberts) to run the kingdom

into the ground. Facing financial
problems, the Queen goes cougar for
Prince Alcott (Armie Hammer) and
looks to marry him, but the Prince has
his eyes on Snow White.
To pre vent Snow W h ite f rom
gaining the affection of the Prince
or encouraging her dow nt rodden
subjects against paying taxes, the
Queen orders her slobbering courtier
Brighton (Nathan Lane) to take Snow
W hite into the forest and kill her.
But alas, he can’t bear to do it himself
because the movie would have been
too short and the Queen would have
won, so no surprise there. The Queen,
meanwhile, tries to win over the Prince
by concocting a love potion.
There are numerous changes here,
the obvious of which is that the seven
dwarves (Napoleon, Half Pint, Grub,
Grimm, Wolf, Butcher and Chuckles)
have gone from singing miners to
bandits. Snow W hite becomes the
leader of this band of thieves, and the
dwarves teach her how to fight as she
attempts to rescue the Prince and take
back the kingdom.
Singh definitely shows he has an
eye for visual imagery that borders on
ingenious and over-reliant. Singh often
flaunts vivid set designs and elaborate
costumes, making “Mirror Mirror”
absolute eye candy. In fact, he may just
be paying too much attention to the
visuals as the movie and its actors often
get lost within the tedious, campy and
humorless plot that’s about as thin and
polished as the actual mirror.
Speaking of mirrors, I’d like to take a
moment to analyze “Mirror Mirror’s”
use of the iconic mirror scene. The
mirror in this movie is actually a portal
that takes the Queen to a Thai-like hut
where she speaks to a looking-glass
MIRROR ● 6

Courtesy of allmoviephoto.com

Lily Collins stars as Snow White in “Mirror Mirror,” the live action rendition of the classic
fairy tale. Although the costumes paint the picture, the plot lacks the original Disney feel.
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oracle. She asks the whole “fairest of
them all” question, but the oracle never
really tells her anything of the sort,
discarding the sexual jealousy issue.
Because of this, Roberts’ Queen
comes off as sad, lonely and clinically
insane instead of wicked and menacing.
This, in t urn, makes t he mov ie’s
dominant message of youth triumphing
over age and physical beauty over inner
beauty much less entertaining.
The comedy is often sporadic and
drops dead even with its attempts at
self-awareness. I mean, placing the
Prince under the spell of a “puppy
love potion” that has him licking faces
and bounding on all fours? That’s not
funny; that’s lame.
Julia Roberts has her moments with
occasional witty lines, but she’s about as
menacing as a sweet old lady who reads
bedtime stories to her grandchildren.
Collins, making her first starring
role in a feature film, is supple and
at t ract ive in an Audrey Hepburn

way, but her wardrobes in the movie
make more of an impression than her
acting ability. Like Roberts, she has
her moments, but she really doesn’t
pull off the whole warrior/thief-leader/
princess role.
Even Hammer, who was excellent
as t he Wink levoss t wins in “The
Social Network” (2010), barely shows
a ny ch a r ism a , a nd h is rom a nt ic
moments with Collins are borderline
halfhearted.
Go ahead and call me “Grumpy,”
but his movie definitely didn’t leave
me “Happy.” Singh should indeed
be “Bashful” toward his completely
“Dopey” take on the beloved fairy tale
that will no doubt leave postpubescent
audiences “Sleepy.” Oh, did I forget to
mention the awkwardly out-of-place
Bollywood music sequence at the end
of the film?

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

Courtesy of allmoviephoto.com

Fresh-faced actors Lily Collins (left) and Armie Hammer star as Snow White and
Prince Alcott in a halfhearted on-screen romance in the fairy tale “Mirror Mirror.”
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HOUSING

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

OPPORTUNITIES

Experienced Personal Trainers
Needed
Located a mile from campus.
Contact Anne Marie for details.
803.799.9455
Email mfulmer44@aol.com

DORM BLUES? 1, 2, 3, &
4BEDROOMS AVAILABLE. ALL
AREAS, PRICES & SIZES. PETS
OK IN MANY! 803-799-1333
RENTMARTONLINE.COM *FEE*

Bartending! Up to $250/Day. No
Experience Nec.Training Available.
800-965-6520 Ext253

FT/PT Staffs
Neighborhood store/gas station
seeking highly motivated and
reliable college students to fill FT/
PT positions. Cashier, retail, or
food service experience preferred.
Email resume to info@grenefrog.
com

LINE AD RATES
1st insertion: $2.50 / line
Subsequent: $1.50 / line

ADDITIONAL INFO
Two line minimum
Avg. line length of 30
characters

EMPLOYMENT
PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN!
Maine camp needs fun loving
counselors tgo teach all land,
adventure & water sports. Great
summer! Call (888)4844-8080
apply: campcedar.com
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SERVICES
Daycamp, Gymnastics, and
Cheer Instructors wanted at
Palmetto Athletic Center
PAC is seeking energetic and
positive instructors for our summer
daycamps, gymnastics, and cheer/
tumbling programs. Please
visit pacstaff.com, click on the
employment link, and email your
application and or resume to
gm.pacsc@gmail.com. Contact us
at 951 2090 with any questions.
Email mhmacklen@gmail.com

Make this summer different!!
The YMCA of Columbia is on the
hunt for AMAZING staff to
mentor campers at our 4 day
camp locations. More info
at www.columbiaymca.org!
Interviews ending soon!

ADDITIONAL OPTIONS
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available
for addt’l cost

DEADLINE
Noon, 1 business day
prior to publication

$$ CASH $$ Paid for Junk Cars
Call or Txt 803-339-9441

Go to www.dailygamecock.com and click on “Classifieds” to place your online &/or print ads. Upload your image(s) & manage your own account in one convenient place!
*FREE ONLINE ADS! Available only to USC students, faculty & staff. Just use your sc.edu email address.
Questions or special requests, call 777-3888 • Office hours: M-F 8:30am- 5pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

THE SCENE
TOMORROW
HAWAIIAN SHIRT DAY,
SIGNS OF IRIS, SIGHTLINE
8:30 p.m. doors /
9 p.m. show,
$5 over 21 /
$7 under 21
Conundrum
Music Hall,
626 Meeting St.

TODAY
“ W E N E E D T O TA L K
ABOUT KEVIN”
5:30 p.m. / 8:30 p.m.,
$6.50 students /
$7.50 general
Nickelodeon Theatre,
937 Main St.

WE WERE PROMISED JETPACKS,
BAD VEINS, NEW CASSETTES
8 p.m., $14
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
2012 URBAN TOUR
5:30 to 8 p.m., free
1515 Main St.

JOSH ROBERTS &
THE HINGES W/
POSSUM JENKINS
8 p.m. doors /
9 p.m. show,
$8 in advance /
$10 day of show
5 Points Pub,
2020 Devine St.

04/05/12

Columbia Charlotte Shuttle

S

The Charlotte Airport Just Got Closer
Heyents!
tud
$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC
www.ColumbiaCharlotteShuttle.com • (803) 783-5123

04/05/12

1 2 3 4

for 04/04/12

ACROSS
1 16-Across’s style
5 Step like Bigfoot
10 Panache
14 Two-time Italian
prime minister
Moro
15 Writer who said,
“I am not young
enough to know
everything”
16 1-Across singer
17 *Fifth
Amendment right
20 Factor in the
Andrea
Doria/Stockholm
collision
21 Water pipes
22 Flamenco shout
23 Portmanteau
name for an OCedar
cleaning
product
25 *Decorator’s forte
30 Shower
accessory
31 “__ out?”:
dealer’s query
32 Wall map marker
36 Navigational
sufﬁx
37 Bleach
40 Magic org.
41 Tuxedo part
43 Word game piece
44 V8’s veggies, e.g.
46 *No place in
particular
49 Thickness
measurer
52 Sit in a cellar,
perhaps
53 Have because of
54 As a point of fact
59 *End of an old
pasta product
jingle
62 Woody scent
63 Fireﬁghter Red
64 Lieutenant
Tragg creator
Gardner
65 Cast topper
66 Disney et al., or,
when added to
the starts of the
starred answers,
a 1965 musical
(listen!)
67 Raise
DOWN
1 Teen safety gp.
2 Lead for Poirot

3 Port of Yemen
4 Caps
5 Broadway deal
6 Suitor of 57-Down
7 Designer Cassini
8 OR workers
9 Latin foot
10 Assumed value
11 Plumb tuckered
out
12 Much street talk
13 Ship’s anchor
hole
18 Prepare to shoot
again
19 Katz of “Hocus
Pocus”
23 Hot
24 Dear, to Donizetti
25 Shasta no.
26 Days gone by
27 Areally long time
28 More touch-andgo
29 __ Gay
33 Opening stake
34 Transmitting
trucker
35 Hudson of
“Almost Famous”
38 To be, in Paree
39 Cheap hooch
42 Toward that
place, to
Shakespeare
45 Proctor’s concern
47 Long verse

Solutions from 04/04/12

48 Antique dealers,
at times
49 Masterstrokes
50 At all
51 Hotelier Helmsley
54 “(I’ve Got __ in)
Kalamazoo”
55 Voucher
56 Currency
discontinued in
2002
57 “Copacabana”
siren
58 Strategic WWI
river
60 Hillbilly relative

61 Org. for drillers?

Five After Five

FREE Live music under the stars in Five Points
Every Thursday 6:30pm - 10:00pm
www.FivePointsColumbia.com
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Martin names new hoops staff
Courtesy of MCT Campus

New USC basketball coach
retains K-State assistants
Isabelle Khurshudyan

IKHURSHUDYAN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

A week and a day after Frank Martin
was introduced as South Carolina’s
men’s basketball coach, he completed the
move by announcing his coaching staff.
With former Southern Illinois coach
Bruce Weber named the new Kansas
State coach, Martin retained his entire
former coaching staff at K-State for his
new position at USC. On Wednesday,
he named Brad Underwood the associate
head coach , Matt Figger an assistant
coach and recruiting coordinator and
Lamont Evans an assistant coach. Andy
Assaley has been hired as the director
of operations , and Scott Greenawalt
will serve as the team’s strength and
conditioning coach.
“I’m about honesty and loyalty, and
with those two words, I think you have
trust,” Martin said. “With trust, now
you can do your job. Those guys, I know
them inside and out, and they know me
inside and out. We’re about the same

things. It’s their daily mission to do
their jobs to the best of their abilities.
None of them, or me, have anything
selfish in our bodies. We’re all about
building the program and it wouldn’t
make me very much of a man if I got
another opportunity and I left any of
them behind.”
W hen Mart in was promoted at
Kansas State following the departure
of former head coach Bob Huggins to
West Virginia , Greenawalt, Assaley
and Underwood all stayed with Martin
on his staff. Figger was Martin’s first
hire, and then he brought Evans in, who
had just finished playing professionally
overseas and had been coaching AAU
basketball.
“We’re both from South Florida and
I’d known him forever,” Martin said of
Evans. “He was done playing and wanted
to get into coaching, so I gave him an
opportunity to come finish his degree at
K-State as a 30-year-old manager, then
he stayed as a graduate. When Dalonte
Hill, which was the first defection from
our staff, made the decision to go back to
Maryland last spring, I was on the phone
promoting Lamont for assistant jobs
with friends. I said, ‘What am I doing

here? I’ve got a guy that I’m willing to
endorse for other people and everyone
in our program respects — give him a
chance.’ So that’s what I did.”
Martin said he was ecstatic to have
his former staff join him in Columbia
once each coach expressed interest in the
opportunity. His staff reciprocated the
joy, as in statements from the new staff,
each coach said he was “excited” within
the first four words.
Underwood and Martin will work
with “bigs,” while Evans, a former point
guard, and Figger will work with guards,
though Martin said he works with
both. When Martin was an assistant,
he predominantly worked with post
players , which he compared to USC
football coach Steve Spurrier focusing
on quarterbacks.
Greenawalt will be spending the most
time with the players, since there are
NCAA limitations on how much time
Martin can spend training them in the
offseason.
“He’s very specific to the individual,”
Martin said. “He’ll come in and say this
guy struggles at this, this and this, and
we’ve got to get them better at these
things. I might throw out suggestions

based on what I see from a basketball
standpoint with balance or footwork or
just explosion or whatever. We exchange
ideas. I’m into trust.”
Martin considers the coaching staff
the most important part of a college
basketball organization, as the assistant
coaches have t he most consistent
interaction with the players. Martin
said he lays down the groundwork of
the rules and expectations, which the
assistants maintain with the players.
Relationships are first on Martin’s
agenda, he said, but when he gets pulled
away for recruit ing or ot her head
coaching duties, trusting that the staff is
committed to his vision is crucial.
“Everybody says, ‘How were you able
to win those close games at K-State?’”
Martin said. “It’s because of that unity,
that trust, that belief that our staff has
in one another. That permeates to our
locker room and those players remain
united, regardless of a hard game or
tough loss. Those k ids stay strong
because of the unity of our staff.”

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

USC equestrian squad wins Southern Championship
Coach Boo Major said Gamecocks
were underestimated all season
Kyle Heck

KHECK@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

The South Carolina equestrian team capped off a
tremendous month this weekend when it upset both
Auburn and Georgia to win the Southern Equestrian
Championship , the first such championship in
program history.
This unpredictable run to history started Feb. 25,
when the team knocked off then–No. 1 Auburn at
home. The Gamecocks went on to defeat then–No.
4 Baylor on Senior Day, leading up to the Southern
championships where they fi rst beat No. 3 Auburn
12-6 before stunning No. 1 Georgia in a 10-10
tiebreaker on their home turf, a place where the
Bulldogs have only lost one other time in program
history.
The Gamecocks (9-5) have thus defeated three
top-5 teams, including two top-ranked teams, in
a row. Head coach Boo Major, who has led South
Carolina to two national championships , says the
team has been underestimated all season by outsiders.
“We feel like we’ve been given the underdog label,
and it constantly showed up in the coaches’ poll,”
Major said. “We knew we were better than where we
were ranked, but we had a couple of bad breaks in the
fall. We just had to have the right attitude, and we
just had to wait for the ball to fall our way.”
The weekend began with USC dominating Auburn
for the second time in five weeks on Friday. USC
jumped out to a quick 6-3 lead thanks to a 4-1 win in
Equitation over Fences. Amber Henter, Paige Dekko,
Kimberly McCormack and Katherine Schmidt, who
posted an event-high score of 179, all picked up wins
for the Gamecocks.
After that, USC coasted to another 6-3 win in
the Western event to wrap up the day. Johnna
Letchworth and Layla Choate picked up two of the
four Gamecock MVPs of the day. Carolyn Curcio
and McCormack earned the other two.
The Gamecocks didn’t have long to celebrate the
Auburn win, as they would have to face Georgia

Courtesy of USC Athletics

the next day, a team they lost to 11-8 earlier in the
season. During the time between the two matches,
Major said her team did a great job of refocusing
themselves.
“We always play Georgia very close, but we knew
that we had to stay focused,” Major said. “The girls
were very excited that we made it into the finals, so
one thing I was trying to do is not let them get too
confident. They were great; they knew that they
weren’t done and that they had to stick to the plan.”
The Gamecocks got off to a fast start, jumping
out to a 3-2 lead in Equitation over Fences. Georgia
stormed back to take an 8-7 lead after 3-2 wins in
Horsemanship and Equitation on the Flat.
After losing t wo of the first three points in
the final event , Reining, USC found itself in a
must-win situation to force the tiebreaker. Riders
Cody McMillion and Amanda Pope rose to the
occasion and escaped with 1.5-point wins to seal the
Gamecocks’ victory.
Choate joined McMillion and Pope as Reining
winners while McCormack capped off a 4-for-4

weekend with wins in Equitation and Equitation over
Fences.
“The really neat thing for me was that when they
handed out the MVPs, none of our kids got them,”
Major said. “To me that really speaks a lot for our
team because everybody rode extremely well and as a
team. We didn’t need the MVPs. That’s what it was
all about was that everybody did well. Cody had a lot
of pressure on her. We were very proud of her and all
of those reiners. I give them a lot of props because we
were under a lot of pressure.”
The G amecock s w ill now look to seek t he
programs first national championship since 2007
April 12–14 in Waco, Texas.
“I really can’t say enough about the energy of this
group and how they have the best attitude,” Major
said. “It culminated at (Southern Championships),
and now the big thing is whether we can continue
that into the nationals.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

